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1. PERSONAL 
Employment 
 
August 2020 – present: Professor of War Studies, University of Nottingham 
August 2015 – July 2020: Associate Professor in Politics and International Relations, University of 
Nottingham 
September 2011 – July 2015: Assistant Professor in Politics and International Relations, 
University of Nottingham 
September 2010 – September 2011: Lecturer in International Security, Department of Politics, 
University of Sheffield (fixed term contract). 
September 2009 – June 2010: Lecturer in War and Security Studies, Department of Politics and 
International Studies, University of Hull (fixed term contract). 
 
Qualifications   
2009: PhD, University of Warwick (ESRC-funded). 
2005: MA in Research Methods in Politics and International Relations, University of Sheffield 
(Distinction). 
2004: BA (Hons) in History and Politics, University of Sheffield (2:1). 
             
2.   RESEARCH 
 
BOOKS 
• The West’s War Against Islamic State: Operation Inherent Resolve in Syria and Iraq (IB 

Tauris, 2021) 
• Counter-Insurgency Warfare and the Anglo-American Alliance: The ‘Special Relationship’ on 

the Rocks (Georgetown University Press, 2017)  
• Proxy Warfare (Polity, 2013) 
• The Counter-Insurgency Myth: The British Experience of Irregular Warfare (Routledge, 2011) 
 
JOURNAL ARTICLES 
• ‘Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration (DDR) After Proxy Wars: Reconceptualising 

the Consequences of External Support’, Third World Quarterly (forthcoming; accepted 
September 2021) DOI: 10.1080/01436597.2021.1981762 

• ‘Terrorism, Slavery and the Evolution of the ‘Crime–Terror Nexus’’ (with Luciano Pollichieni), 
RUSI Journal, Vol.166 No.5/6 (2021), pp.22-30 

• ‘Understanding Hybrid Warfare’, Cambridge Review of International Affairs, Vol.33 No.6 
(2020), pp.824-27. 

• “Not Yet Dead’: The Establishment and Regulation of Slavery by the Islamic State’, Studies in 
Conflict and Terrorism (forthcoming 2021; accepted December 2019) DOI: 
10.1080/1057610X.2020.1711590  

• ‘Theory-Testing Uyghur Terrorism in China’, Perspectives on Terrorism, Vol.12 No.5 (2018), 
pp.18-26. 

• ‘Terrorist Learning: A New Analytical Framework’ (with Louise Kettle), Studies in Conflict and 
Terrorism, Vol.40 No.7 (2017), p.523-38. 

• ‘Parallels, Prescience and the Past: Analogical Reasoning and Contemporary International 
Politics’, International Politics, Vol.52 No.1 (2015), pp.1-19. 

• ‘Proxy Warfare and the Future of Conflict’, RUSI Journal, Vol.158 No.2 (2013), pp.40-46. 
• ‘Veteran Care in the UK and the Sustainability of the ‘Military Covenant’, The Political 

Quarterly, Vol.83 No.4 (2012), pp.820-26. 
• ‘Minimum Force Meets Brutality: Detention, Interrogation and Torture in British Counter-

Insurgency Campaigns’, Journal of Military Ethics, Vol.11 No.1 (2012), pp.10-25. 



• ‘Covert Peacemaking: Clandestine Negotiations and Backchannels with the Provisional IRA 
during the early ‘Troubles’, 1972-76’, Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, Vol.39 
No.4 (2011), pp.633-48. 

• ‘Robert Thompson’s Lessons for Iraq: Bringing the Five Basic Principles of Counter-
Insurgency into the Twenty-First Century’, Defence Studies, Vol.10 No.1 (2010), pp.177-94. 

• ‘Unnecessary or Unsung? The Role of Air Power in Britain’s Colonial Counter-Insurgencies’, 
Small Wars and Insurgencies, Vol.20 No.3/4 (2009), pp.636-55. 

• ‘Torture, Rights, Rules and War: Ireland to Iraq’ (with Caroline Kennedy-Pipe), International 
Relations, Vol.21 No.1 (March 2007) pp.121-128. 

• ‘Intelligence Wars: Ireland and Afghanistan – The American Experience’, Civil Wars, Vol.7 
No.4 (Winter 2005) pp.377-395. 

 
Fellowships 
2020: POST Knowledge Exchange Fellow, House of Commons International Affairs Unit 
2018: Elected Fellow of the Royal Historical Society 
2012: Visiting Fellowship, Eccles Centre for American Studies, The British Library, London. 
2007: Research Fellowship at the International Centre for the Study of Terrorism (ICST), 
Pennsylvania State University, USA. 
 
Selected Grants and Awards 
2020: £9,877, ESRC Impact Accelerator Account, to fund House of Commons POST Fellowship 
2018: £5,465, University of Nottingham Research Priority Area Development Funding, pump-
prime project on ‘Collusion: Targeted Killings and the British State’ 
2014: £17,000, British Academy conference grant (all costs to hold two day conference on ‘How 
Terrorists Learn: Innovation and Adaptation in Political Violence’ paid for) 
2012: £6,000, University of Nottingham, Early Career and Knowledge Transfer award towards 
research project ‘The US-UK ‘Special Relationship’ in Counterinsurgency’ 
2012: £2,250, Visiting Fellowship, Eccles Centre for American Studies, The British Library, 
London. 
 
Conference papers and presentations 
I have presented over 20 conference papers based on my research. This includes invitations to 
address practitioners at the Royal Military Academy (Sandhurst), Royal Air Force College, the 
Australian Defence College, NATOs Centres of Excellence for Defence Against Terrorism (COE-
DAT) and Strategic Communication (StratCom), and at NATOs Allied Rapid Reaction Corps; 
invited talks at thinktanks and research centres like the Institute for Strategic Dialogue, the 
Clinton Institute for American Studies, and the Institute for Commonwealth Studies; and a host of 
academic conferences including the British International Studies Association (BISA); International 
Studies Association (ISA); European International Studies Association (EISA); the Higher 
Education Academy; the Society for Military History (SMH); and Society for Terrorism Research 
(STR). 
 
3.   PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & MEDIA WORK 
I have served as Deputy Head of School and been Director of Admissions. I have sat on the 
executive committee of the university’s ESRC Impact Acceleration Account. I am the editor of the 
new Studies in Contemporary Warfare book series published by IB Tauris. I served as an 
Associate Editor of the journal Political Studies (2011-17) and have previously worked as Book 
Review Editor of the journal Civil Wars (2008-12). 
 
I have given numerous interviews on radio, appearing on the BBC World Service, BBC Radio 
5Live, and other local BBC and commercial radio stations. I have also undertaken television 
interviews for CNN, Al-Jazeera, Sky News Arabia, the British Forces Broadcasting Service, 
Bloomberg, and CNBC. Newspaper and online news commentary has appeared in The Christian 
Science Monitor; Voice of America; and the i. 


